choly reflex ion, on the florishing condi- 
tion England was in two years ago, nor on 
the heavy misfortune it now feeles; the {ad- | 
der proſpect of what we are yet like to ſuf- 
fer , & expedients how we may be drawn out 
of our ill ſtate , wil better employ your time 
and ſtudy; and ſince out happines or miſery 
depends on purfuing this matter tightly, by 
2 wiſe , Vigorous, and ſpeedy reſolution of Par- 
tiament , Ithink my ſelf bound in conſcience , 
as every member is,to ſpeak my thoughts freely, 
and lay before you as neceſſaty the commonly 
receivd cauſe of all our evils. Every body knows, 
this was a large ſpread fear, that our Religion 
and liberty were in danger to be loſt, and in 
their ſtead Popery and {lavery like to come in. 
what ground there was for this apprehenſion » 
the conſidering men only, who law the ſnake 
under the graſſ, were then ſenſible: moſt others 
are ſince convinc'd , this noiſe and clamor , 
with all its train of ſubſidiary reports » was bur 
the effect of Int reſt and malice, Ambition and 
diſcontent ; that the late Kings murther, the E. 
of E*,. death, a ſuppoſititious P. of w. and a 
league with France, to cut Proteſtants throats, 
were publik shams upon the people ; of kin to 
the declarations foiſted on us, in the P of Oran- 
ges name; which, without affront to his May, 
cannot be ſup 
no more made good, than the others prov d. 
As for Br addons libel, tis plain twas writ , to 
retreeve a pillord fellows reputation, and pick 
our pokets ; and had he not wanted' wit, as 
wel as mony , he had not publishd a pamphlet, 
of which the title alone is a ſufficient con - 
futation, nor told the world, contrary to his 
deſigne, that both the Houſe of Lords and 
the Earls neereſt relations, bele ev'd him his 
wn Executioner. Nor is the non ſenſe of the 
league leſſ cleet ; a King without ſubjedts is 
an empty title, and ours could not be ſupposd 
Jo mad as to think the way, to promote his 
Religion , was by the deſtruRion of his people, 
raking himfelf. But Mr ſpeaker , allowing 
Aim 2 Papift , and deſirous of liberty, not 
tor the common eaſe of tender conſciences, 
or for the public good, peace, trade, and 
wealth , its natural conſequences, but for 2 
ooing horn » to draw on his own Religion; 
ond this defire be criminal, wherein the moſt 
f his ſubjects, on a general 


his, ſince they have bin 


AMEMBER OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS 
his Specch in Parliament on frida 
upon his Ma“ demand of more ſupplyes. 


wil not entertain the houſe, with a melan , 


— 


| the large poſeſſion of impropriations and Abb 


the 10. of October 1690. 


liament (which for its legal conſtitution our 
Divines from his being head of the church do 
not think neceſſary ) it coud lignify nothin 
to the purpole : it has bin ſettld in Hollan 
above a 100 years, (in halt which time, for 
want of it, we have ſmarted under two God- 
ly Rebellions ) without once allarming the 
people, or ſubverting the ſtate, for ſecurity of 
their cſtablishd Presbytery. Was it then poſſi» 
ble, it cdud prevail more againſt ours, fenc'd 
in by penal laws, guarded by a Proteſtant Ar- 
my, in which there were not 200. Papiſts Offi- 
cers and privat men, til, upon the too late be- 
leevd Invaſion , 3000. Irisk were cald over; 
ſecur d by a Proteſtant Parliament and a pro- 
teſtant people, exceeding the Papiſts 200. for 
one, and defendcd by a learned Clergy > 20. 
thouſand at leaſt in number , and by more we- 
men, thoſe who are and thoſe who hope to be 
their wives, in this caſe no weak Army, beſi- 
des that great one of the noncon preachers, 
all equally enemies to Popery ;and laſtly shut 
out, by a ſtronger power, than all the reſt, 


lands? Ad to this, that the K. was towar 

40. ina declining age, wlthout a ſon, til er 
the Rebellion was formd , and upon the brink 
of execution. But tho he had a ſon , and might 
yet have more, — 4 not they , as all the 
others , very probably dy young, and leave 
the ſtage to the 3. next Proteſtant heires , nor 
unlike to encreaſe their number? But if they 
Shou'd not, was it to be doubted , that the fa- 
ther woud dy, and leave them under age to 
the education of a Proteſtant Parliament ? Was 
nothing to be allowd to 88 and human 
chance, nor any care of Religion leſt to God 
and Providence? were real preſent evils, ſins 
againſt reaſon, Chriſtianity and the law of Na- | 
tions, to be run into, to avoid remote un- 
certain milcheefs , againft whole event there 
were 10000. to one ods, being, at moſt, but 
barely poſlible , and attended with an infi- 
nity of accidents ? Had our Bps » ſedately 
weighd theſe things, they imposd upon, as the 
unthinking croud , coud not have refusd, what 
the K. defird , what their duty and the honor 
of Religion exacted, a Declaration, they had 
not , as was craftily publishd , invited the 
P. of O. they coud not but have toreſcen 


the ill conſequences of his voyage, and were 


ol, woud be | bound in conſcience, to have prevented them 


wand 0 agree » when EF granted even by Tu. I by reminding the people > in and out of the 
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puſpits , that our dangers were real. froma for- changd our freedoſh from taxes, into an in- 
tein and but imaginary from à Dometiic Ar- ſupportable load of Impoſitions ; and to heigh. 


my; that a Parliament, then imprudently pe, 


then the evil, as our ſtrength to bear them 


titiond for / While: that Army remaind in the grows les, our neceſſity to continue them, 
kingdom, coud not be free, and conſequently grows greater and greater. Our dear Confede. 


was impracticable; and that Rebellion n too 


rates the Dutch, have alredy ſupplanted us in 


lish , pernicious in this world aud damnable in our trade to India, not to be preſerv d elſwhe- 
the next. We all know , M.. Speaker , that rhe fte, if Ircland be lopd from the Monarchy, 


hearts of Kings ate in the hands of God, and 
by him often turnd of @ tudden , directly con- 
trary , to mens expectations. K. I 24. never 
ſcemd more fix@ in his Religion , than H. 8. 
who was ſurprizeingly changd, from a zealons 


* Champion for Popery , a Writer againſt Lu- 


thet , into a perfecutor of Papiſts Was it not 
he, who layd the foundations of our Reli 
gion , and his fon and daughter that built it 
up; Ant het 44 years Reigne and the ſneceſ- 
fion of x. Proteſtans Princes that confirmd , 
and ferld it ? Tis wel known , how long and 
with what difficulties , Popery was a roo 

ting out , notwithſtanding the great tempo 

ral advantages gaind by the change: ſurely 
then, conſrdering the mighty prejudices againſt 
it, the worldly loffes to be ſnftaind , its reef 
tablichment coud not have bin apprehended 

by men in their wits, by men taught to belce- 
ve miracles were ceaſd And yet we, Mr. Spea 
ker like men prepard for deſtruction, by an in- 
fatuation from above, made to fear Where 
there was nothing to fear, have made our 


fancied evils real , by inviting the Prince of 


Orange to ptotect us and our Refigion. As if a 
'Firgle Prince , fervant to the Hollanders, with 
reßect be it fpoken , unable to defend his 
own ſmal pon , Was not only worthy to 
be our K but alfo fit, io uphold us and our 
Religion, againſt all the power of France and 
force of lreland : or, as if a Dutch Presby te 

tian and an Englih Papift , were not equally 
unlike to fupport , their common enemy, the 
chutch of England. But alas! this was not the 


fingle conttadiction to ſenſe and reaſon we 


were made to ſwallow; We coud be perſwadegq, 
that alliances with the Pope the Emperor, k. 


r 
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of Spain Duke of Savoy and all the Popish By. 


and Princes of Germany, were entted into, 
onty to ſecute our laws and our Religion, and 
Hort to enable the great contriver , to ſnatch 
a Croun from a father and uncle's head, 
againſt all the laws of God and man: Bt we had 
no ſooner prov'd outſelvs, for his ſake , Tray- 
tots and, to our own shame, cloathd him with 
robes of Maſeſty, than lie dre us in, a ſad 
ar to our kindhes , to maintain by our 
lood and by our tteaſute, all over Eufope , 
unneceſſary and deſttuctive Wars; Wars, that , 
veer Pretence of preſerving the Proteſtant, 
We made us looſe, by diſſoyalty and perjury, 
the Chriftian Religion ; arid put all others to 


the ſame hazard, by gi 
an advantage againf the 25 Lr 


Bwperor , that have | 


| 


is reſolv'd,by theit bloody oath and aſſociatios 


and leagud with France between which King. 
coms our Merchants are obligd , to run as ie 


were the gantlope , in all their ſouthern and 


weſtern Voiages. Our shipping and ſeamen , 
the wals and ramparts of England, are alredy 
throun'down and deſtroyd;and the Nation ex- 
posd ro the firſt Invader. Our profitable , glo- 
rious , Pominion at ſea is gon; loſt, I fear for 
ever, upon our coaſts , at our oun doores, loſt 
to the French, our old deſpiled enemies; 
whole K. in a printed letter to the AB of 
Paris bregs, he had not only beaten the En- 
glish, who tor many ages boaſted themſelys 
Maſters of the channel, but together with them, 
the Dutch: Nor is this all , the whole Kingdom 
is impoverishd ; our wealth draind , ex ported in 
ſpecie,by Millions, to maintain forreiners. in their 
own Countrys; as if it had not bin plague and 
Shame enuff, to have tamely ſufferd, whole 
ſwarms, of um, to come to devour and enſla- 
ve ns at home. In aword , our honor and repu- 
tation, for wiſdom and courage, are vanishd, 
and Enęlishmen become the ſcorn and reproach 
of all the world. For alas M. Speaker! we ate 
not beaten by the French alone, we are wotl- 
ted, by the poor contempiible Irish, bafffd 
before Lymric , by a runaway Army. reproachd 
for Cowardize , repulsd after a breach made, 
and our new K returned incognito, with vi- 
therd laurels, glad to ſteal away » not from the 
[rich only, but from his own Army, unwils 
lingly left behind. Two ſummers are ſpent», 
and France neither over run , nor cantond as 
was promisd , it sHoud, before halle the firſt 
were ended; but on the ogg Senn at 
lea and land: and the Irish, whole Count!y 
was to coſt but a look, juſt as much blood as 
England, more like to conquer us » than we 
them. They have broaken and deſtroyd 1. great 
armys, kild the mighty Schomberg , and forc'd 
our Celar himſelf, atter all his vain boaſtsand 
miſtaken viory at the Boyne , to run awaſ 
inglorioufly : The French are Maſters at fea» 
engag'd by Intreſt, a ſtronger ty than friends- 
72 , to ſuccor them, with all neceſſatys fot 
life and war. Upon which , the Irish Papiſts whv 
o , for 1. exceed the Proteſtants there , ade 
fully bent; united as one man, ſworn , neit 


to give nor take quarter, but to dy like men: 


with ſword in hand, rather than be extit- 
pated at home, or ſold abroad for ſlaves; ? 
fatal effect, of a reſolution we ought longet 
to have conceald, To prove they wil a& , whit 
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30. and a Livetenant, lately attackd by 300. 
of our men, in Grantze Caſtle neet igo te- 
dued to 7. refuſeing to take quarter, blew 
it up » to theit own and our mens deſtrutt ion. 
Nor wil the men alone fight deigerately, 
witncs Lymric and even the Boyn, but hun- 

et and cold, tbe air and climate wil pro- 
bably kil thoſe , that may happen to ſcape 
their fury' And tho by our new troopes , our 
third Army, we shoud carry Cork and Kin- 


6 


Confederates, and induce the fr. K. by 
peace, to confirm him inhig new acquiſitions; 
the advice of his forrcin Cabinet Counſellors, 
diicoverd and publichd , by a Nobleman (a 


late Miniſter of ſtate ) in a letter to his friend 
in the Country 'Vve have promiſd to Rand 
by the K. in theſe unlucky wars, with our 
lives and fortunes, and have as wiſely ſufferd 
him ,to bring an Army of ſtrangers to hold 
us to our words; of which he foreſaw ve 


ſale , twoud but expole greater numbers , 
80 death and certain miſery. Since the be: 
ginning of this var, the Irish have not loſt 
in all 5000 ; and yet wehave loſt , at leaſt 50. 
thouſand of our men, and above five mil- 
tions of our mony. This immenſe ſumm is! 
not only thrown away, but our wel furnishd 

ſtores exhauſted , and yet the fleet and Army 

fo far in arrear, that tothem and others the 
K. wil ow by Chriſt mas, what we muſt pay, a 
debt of +. millions more. And yet after all, 
his Maty. ( who bas alredy had more mony , 
than all our former Ks. fince the conqueſt , | 
in 600. ycars have had from Patliaments ) 


is pleasd , to lay the fault at our doores , and | is this Vaſt profuſion of English blood & English 


| 


on the raines., which during the whole fiege | treaſure ? To enquire and be ſatisfied , what 
unluckily hapnd not to fal, that Lymeric | shal be our g2in at laſt , and when vre poor 


was not taken and Ireland conquerd. Towards 
which , we muſt immediatly ſupply more mo 

ny (now the only buſines and uſe of Par- 
laments ) without interpoſeing any affaires , 
tho never ſo important , if we woud not be 
aſt eemd en: mi to the K and ſtate, ver worſe 
treated by France, than any of the c oufederares. A 
very pleaſant and grateſul proipeR , a worthy 
teturn to all our labors , what we coud not but 
have expected, had we given ourlelys leiſure 
to conſider and not, hand over head plungd 
into ſo foolish and unneceſſary wars; wars by 
which we were alweys ſure to looſe, and coud 
aex er hope to get; into which we were hurried 
zy the Intreſt of our preſent K. not the Intreſt 
of the Nation, two thivgs directly oppoſit. This, 
undoubledly , was to have ſtood Neuter what 
X I delignd, as plainly appears, by refusing 
the fr Ks. offerrs & to have enjoyd, the un 
ſpealeable benefits of peace & trade; while 
eur former enemies , weaknd and deſtroyd 
each other. The greatnes of France, might 
de dreadful to the Neighbors , on the Con 

tinent , but not tous Islanders , ſufficiently 
Tecurd by our ſcituation which maxes us unfit 
do extend our Empire , any where buton ſea. 
This peace alone coud do, & therefore our 
Envious Dutch Kivals contrivd to interruptit. 
The reconqueſt of Guien and Normandy , and 
other peeces we h:d in France , neithar poſſi- 
able nor worth the xeeping , was a gin to 
cateh wood cocks, to draw into war, weak 
politiciens and unthinking fooles . But tho 


coud not but ſoon grow weary ; & indeed 
as matters ſtand there is ſome hazard in 
going back, but nothing but inevitable ruin, 
in going forward, in continuing longer the 
war. For which upon à ſerious computa- 
tion I find no leſſ, than 7. or 8. millions ex. 


but his Maty. tels us, there is double danger 
in refuſe ing it, yet points at no fingle ad- 


| _— we shal have by granting it; no hopes, 


noe aflurances of conquering our enemies, nor 
of even being eaſd from the burden of taxes: 
dos it not then becom the wiſdom of Parlement 
to conſider , before it be too late, to what end 


Commons, shal have our great maſters lea ve, 
to ceaſe from taxing the Nation ? whoſe abi- 
r lity to pay new Impoſitions, the Houfe wil 
ſoon find , by the tollowing conſiderations. 
Our inhabitants are reckond 6. miliions, and 
their ycarly ordinary expence , in times of 
| peace, ro amount to 40 millions, eſttmating 

it, as low as reaſonably it can be, at 20.*no- 
bles or 6 13. 4. ahead, for old and young , 

| rich and poor. The Rent of our land, 24. mil- 

lions of acres,at 6.1 8.d. an acre, one with 
another, is computed to make 8. millions: 

and the rent of houſes , and other perſonel 
eſtate, g. millions more ; and that the remai- 

ning 14. millions of expence are to be ſup- 

plied , by the labor and induſtry of the people. 

that our own Country not affording us all 

conveniences , the products of our labor are 

to be barterd or commuted abroad, with other 
Nations That the ſurplus of our products, or 
their returns > above our conſumtion , is cald 
wealth, That in time of war, there are as many 
mouths to cat , as in times of peace , & fewer 
hands to work. That many becoming fol- 
diers and others, by the interruption of com- 
merce , having nothing to do becoming idle, 
grow a greater burden to the common wealth, 
to be fed , out of the 2 ſtock , the ſur» 
plus of others. That the current cash, part of 
the ſurplus or riches of the Kingdom, com- 
puted not to exced five Millions, muſt . of 
nece ſſity ,-paſl' thro all the peoples hands 8. 
times a year - Now if moſt of the mony 
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8 575 was ours > war was the Intreſt of | ee , or to be granted , be exported in 


R. not to putſue it, but to entourage the 


5 
5 Mikey, N en 1 74 
P 
—_ 


— 2 
* (S 4 _ « 
9 ks 0 * 


becie , ot in wedges, to ſontein Countrys; and 
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ected. Tis 2 prodigious ſum , mr. Speaker; 


$ 
4 
1 
5 


„„er e * 


* (18:6; the 
N + 
5 


ir ne wat diſcourage manufadkure, deſtroys, not only engeze? But hes fute undertaheb; | 
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at leaſt, shuts up our Golden mines, ttaſtic; to pax monthly, during rlie league, incredible 
it can no longer be a doubt, that poverty »Þ impotlible fums of moiiy, to the Emperor, 


like an armed man, is ſpeedily coming to de- the Dukes of Savoy & Brandeburgh & Othet 


vour the Nation. Nor, that, Shortly , When] Northem Princes We have groand under the. 


our preſent ſtock is wholy ſpent , mon) wil | le 
be wanting, for victuals and cloaths, not to | all 


mention taxes; and 10oner , to ſupply the ne- 
ceſſary circulation for the ordinary marketting 
of the people. That our trade , on which de- 
pend, our neceſſary expences, as wel as our 
Riches , or ſuperfluityes > the only proper 
fond for taxes, is infinitely decgyd , dos but 
too ſenſibily appear, by the great fal of the 
Cuſtomes and kxcize , and of out private Rents, 
and by the no demand or price for native 
commoditycs; & likewiſe, that the whole King- 
dom , as wel as particular marchants, and dca- 
lers, is upon the very point of breaking, of 
nl ruind and undon: And yet mr 
Speaker, this our condition, bad as it is, wil | 
grow worſe and worſe , the longer the war con- 
tinucs; which exhauſting, by degrees, our ſtock 
of wealth , alredy neer the bottom, and obli- 
ging every body. from the higheſt to the loweſt, 
to retrench , towards its charge, from their 
privat neceſſaty expences, muſt natnrally ere 
long, pro duce a famine (our proteſtant bre- 
thren as wel as our Army in Irland being to 
be fed out of our Granary ) anda general tu- 
mult and Revolution ; & to complete our ca- 
lamities, muſt expoſe us to the mercy of en- 
raged enemies; who but too wel know our 


. but the other expectations are 


the dreames of fooles; and the Allies have now 
no other proſpect, but that the war  torachly 
undertaken , muſt quick ly end, in au inglo« 
rious peace, or, if longer purſued, in au ab- 
lolute conqueſt. And that this is his Majeſtys 
own ſenſe, his ſpeech dos but too cleerly evin- 
ce. He ſees all their meaſures are broxen, and 
that his ſcizing on the Crown, has bin a pre- 
judice to his Confederates, and an advantage 
to France * by giveing the ſtubborn Irish, ag 
oppertunity to divert ad employ all our for- 
ces. This made the Emperor , and the reſt let 
him know, before he went for Ircland , that 
if he did not put an end to the war there, 
& before the laſt Campane were over , invade 
| France or tranſport his Arms into Flanders, 
they shoud be fored to take other meaſures, 
to think no more of renewing the league, 
which expires in december, but shift, as mel 
as they coud, for their own Security, by a ſeperat 
peace. Upon her Majeſties recalling her troo- 
pes from Flanders; there was a lecond meſſage, 
tor the Dutch Regiments & the arrears of 
monthly payments; not like to be ſatisfaco - 
rily anſward , in the Ks abſence , whole 
mountain promiſes , be fore he ſet out, ſince 


cirgumſtauces. The politics of France, ſome dwindl'd to nothing, not her Maties. after 


years fince publishd, rel the world, that 1 or. 
years war at ſea wil ruin England : how much 
then muſt the addition of expenſive wars, at 
land, haſten our fate? and who wil ſecure us, 
that this war shal not unavoidably bring 
_ us, what before. without reaſon, we were 
afraid of, and took the wrong methods to 

revent , Popery ad Slavery? Theſe mr Spea- 

er are vety ſad, bnt at this time very proper 
ſpeculations. The war , and the conſequent ob- 

ructions of trade, & the Proteſtanis exporta- 


tion of Coyne in ſpecie , reducd Ireland, in 


4. months, to braſſe mony ; and ſoon after to 
a necefliry of ſtarving, had they not bin re- 


leevd by France. Confider 1 beleech you ſe- 


riouſly , and in time, what Country , what 
Confederat can be found, willing or able to 
ſuccor us, when the war has quite emptied 
our fuller purſes, and reducd us to want bread: 


as without? a miracle it muſt in few months. 


if , as hitherto , we continue , not only to 
maintain our own fleex & Armys » but to ſup- 
port others alſo with our wealth. Mr. Speaker 


tis no longer à ſecret, that this confederacy 


was built on a ſandy foundation, on the pre- 
be ot a peace with Turky , a Rebellion 
$1. ance , and an Invaſion from England 


aſſurances , byher Envoy Mr Harbord, coud 
appeaſe the Allies, or ſtop their mouths from 
roaring , that our K. and the ElcRor Palatin 
had out witted and trapand them into a rut 
nous war, ſollicite'd rhe league, not for the 
common good , torun doun France , but for 
privat ends to get a Croun and ſecure the 
Palatinate. They now acknowlcge the obfli- 
| nacy of the Irish wil make the promiſd In- 

vaſion from England a jeſt ; and the eaſy defeat 
of Savoy, the Rebellion of the Hugonots in 
Muſquerade, the new Converts, an empty pro- 
je& ; & too late conclude, France was to have 
bin run donn at firſt or never. Mr. Speaker, 
this is a ſad Concluſion; of whicb late expe - 
rience and the Greck and Roman hiſtoryes 
Shoud have forewarnd us and them; there 
being norhing more certain, than that where 
ſeveral weak Princes, or Common wealths » 
Confederated againſt a ſtronger ſtate or Mo- 
narch , have faild to conquer at the begin ning 
they have bur leſſn'd their own and encreaſd 
their enemies power: for, a Campane or two 
ſpending their firſt hears and fury, theit 
differcnt [ntreſts , opinions, jealouſies and diſ- 
putes, want of magazins,proviſions and mon). 
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Which lat our hoy K. when P. of. G. did 


have always, as neceffarily they muſt » made 
them weary of the var, break cheit leagud 


anishd , like the ravings ot mad men ang | 
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| ind force” all Severally to 2 precariahs peace. ; rats able, who poſſibly may for u #hew renew 
S This the French K knew ful wel, & there | the league, een W d okew ware. 
fore woud not be lurprizd the only proper, | © ampane : He knows England , Spain & Hol- 
tho difficult method, in duch Caſes. In'tead | land are gdraind, and that the Emperor , no 
of being tound un provided , as the Confe- | leſſ exhauſted, without a peace, muſt be un- 
derates enpected, He was before hand, and don, looſe his Imperial Crown to Louis, or his 


unable , by any efforts, to engage in his In- | hereditary Counttys to the Turk; and that all 
treſts , our late English K. ( So little truth 


b by. h | the Confederates can expect no better, than 
there was » in that malicious report of their | they have hitherto met, dis appointments, loſſet 


derlands publishd Letter, and his known re- 
fulal of ſuccaggg of men and shipping agſt. 
the P. of O satt, and our defection, have 


being leagud together; of which Lord Sun- | 


left no room to doubt) He ſtays not for pra | 
claim ing the concerted war, but nimbly rushes, 

into the heart of their Country , before they 

were redy, and in the depth of winter, in few 

days, cut them out work, more than enutt, 

for the whole Following ſummer; tor the Se- 

cond is paſt , and yet Philipsburg remains un 

attemted z and bythat advantage. & what our 

Revolutions have given hm, has ever ſince 

ſecurd his oun and made thcir Countrys, the | 
feat of war. whereof, after ſo much ſucceſſ 

and good fortune, the uſual eflects of wiſe 

Counſel & prudence , He cannot realonably | 
be ſuppoſd weary ; eſpecialy , conſidering He 
has yet unſpent ful 1 years charge, of what 

his fore fight made him provide againſt the 

Impending ſtorm; and that He has bin fur 
ther able, to encteaſe this mighty treaſure , 
for other 2. ycars , with a th. part of all 
the Cash & plate in his Kingdom, without 
murmur or Complaint , by an caſy » inſenſible 
tax, ordering all to the Mint, and new ſtam 

ping and railing the Value of his Coyn; no 
argument of an empty, but a ful exchequer: 
2 contrivance to encxeaſe the current cash and 
eaſe abundance of his ſubjects, by makeing 
uſcfui vaſt heapes of wealth, that before lay 
dead and unprofitable. And to ad to his 
good fortune , his Very enemies , by prizes at 
lea and contributions at land , have born a 
tzteat part of the charge. What he has Spent 
of his own, mr. Speaker is not , like ours, 
conſumd , ſent out of, the Nation, but diſtri- 
buted among his ſubjeRs ; which, circulating, 
returns to his own coffers, filld , not by new 
Impoſitions . but by wel husbanding his or 
dinary Revenu . Tis true, that ſome of his | 
inbjets haye made him Voluntary preſents» 
but none have bin taxd aliver, a shilling ſince 
the war began ; of which, they are ſo little 
ſenſible, that they can hardly be ſaid to be 
the poorer for it; the danger is kept far enuff 
off, in the enemys country, and the expence 
whatever it be, is all made at home. Nor 
has he provided anew fond only, but a new 
my alſo, of Frenchmen , not Forrciners : 
commiſſions are alredy iſſued for the imme» 


giat levying 50» thouſand, men; tho, at the 


and dilgrace ; that therefore the peace, in- 
tended to be mediatcd this winter by the 


; Pope , wil be gredily leapd at by the Catho- 
ls, and that the Proteſtants muſt ſoon after 


ſubmit. Many are of opinion the Dutch wil 
lead up the Dance, as they did in the laſt, 
if French mony and the need and avarice of 
the Northern Princes, do not give theſe the 
Start-their Armys pillaging and ſubjects muti- 
ning shew them all poor and leſſ patient 
than we under reel Aa, Mr. Speaker, jam 
K pz this matter, is not onely on foot, 
ut Very far advancd. The Fr. K. who uſd to 
conceal his deſignes, woud not otherwiſe be 
now ſo open, nor declare he woud by next 
ſummer, reſtore K. ] to his Crown or looſe 
his own ; that ia order to it , he woud Invade 
us, the P. of O. Rebels, with 3. diſtin& , 
Armys: in the Eaſt with an Army of French, 
in the weſt with one of Irish, and in the 
North with a mixt one of Scots and Irish. 
That his Smaller fregates and priyateers shoud 
be ewployd , this winter, in carryng Arms 
Ammunition & Corn &c. For Ireland, & 
in hindering or takeing all we shal ſend thither; 
wherein if we faill our proteſtant brethren and 
Army muſt ſtarve, the Country being intirely 
eaten up and waſted. The Irish , en couragd 
ſince the ſiege of Lymric , by the Fr, Ks. aſſu- 
rance of ful ſuccors, have reſoſud, not on ly 
to treat as enemies, any that shal hearken 
to, or propole conditions with the P. of O. 
but undertaken to beat back, before the 25. 
of March, into VIſter, Londonderry or the 
ſea, all the English; as their Anceſtors For- 
merly did the Danes from Dublin, When, 
as now ; all, able, took up Arms: He alſo 
publicly boaſts, that his next ycars intended 
fleet, of a 100. great ships and 30 Gallys, shal 
be ſo early at ſea, as to burn ours and the Dutch' 
men of war, in the harbors , at leaſt to hinder 
their conjunction. But this is not all Mr. 
Speaker , our presbyterian brethren enragd, 
to be outwitted by ourk » ( fo they cal his 
quitting them forus of the church of England, 
and breaking the promiſe , they pretend, of 
dividing among them >» our benefices and Ec- 
cleſiaſtical poſeſſions in return forthe Crown 
they gave Nn have Vowed revenge , and 
covenanted with their ſcotch brethren , to 
bring home K. z upon terms. Theſe Mr Speae 
ker are not vain ſurmizes, but vel grounded 


ſuns ting: be des not bejecrs 2 the Confede- 


| twaths ; 1 wy {elf know ous of the 3 Agents, 


2 © 


our dangers at home and abroad. I shal now 


e 2 N e 


Mdinelch Kingdom, that for ſome time have 
bin in France, concerting their meaſures, I 
have given Mr Sec ottingham , a mo- 
re particular account of the whole matter , and 
aſſurd him, what you all are ſenſible of, that 
more than presbiterians are ripe for a new 
Rebellion ; that the whole people are we ary 
of the burden of taxes, begin to fee, that a 
war with France, is the way to looſe not ſe- 
cure their Religion; and that the K. regards 
ne ither the Epiſcopal nor presbitcrian party, 
further than to make uſe of each, as he 
finds moſt likely to bring a Bout his main and 
ultimat defigne , an unbounded arbitrary 
power ; that they repent , they did not con- 
tent themſelvs in their ſettld peace, under an 
English Popish K. rather than run fo Abs: 
rent haz ard of becoming poor ſlaves under a 
Dutch Prince of no Religion, That petitions, 
from moſt Countys , wil be pnt into Parlia- 
ment, if after taxing we are permitted to hit, | 
for reſtoreing the fuſpended Bps and Clergy, 
and for redrefl of greevances , the abule of 
Quartets , the Atmys & tax Collectors Inſolen- 
cies, and the Arbitrary impriſonment of the 
ſubjects , upon sham pretences and jealouſies 
of ſtate , contrary to Out beloved magna | 
charta and the late ftatute of habeas corpus, 
You ſee Mr Speaker , out ill circumſtances, 


9 


humbly offer the beſt expedients I coud devi- 
ſe, to prevent our threatn'd Ruine. Firtt:, 
that we complement the K. with a vote of 
7. or b. Millions, to the end we may gain 
time and the confederats be encouragd to 
renew the league I cal it a complement , be 
cauſe our univerſal poverty can never ſuffer 
it to be effe@ual. A land tax wil not do much; 
the Rents are not only fallen, bur the te- 
nants, in many places, unable to hold their 
Ieaſes, on condition to pay but the taxes and 
ordinary charges. The hearth mony , not 
200 m lib. a year, was formerly a greevance 
to the poor, its revival now, when none are 
left rich, muſt needs be a greevance to all. 
An addirionat Cuſtome on marchandiſe, when 
trade is loſt, woud be ridiculous , and look 
Uke atric. A general Excize wond be a fen- 

ſible mark of approaching flavery , tedious in 

ſettling , vexatious in collecting, worth little 
In an impoverishd Country, Scarſty practica- 

ble in ours, whete all the townes and Citys 

are long and ſtragling , open and unwaltd ; 


and were there noſuch difficulties ; fo woud 
be found able, and fewer willing, to advan- 
ce redy mony , the thing wanted, in ſo tick 
lish times, upon ſo uncertain a fond. The 
project of new adventurers , upon the Rebels 
eſtates of Ireland, woud be vain ; none coud 
be found mad enuff, to part with mony, for 
the slain, before the bear were ſlain You ſee + 


— — 


Kingdom $houd furnish the infinite ſummi 
of mony neceſſary for the war; a war ſet on 
foot, to enſlave ourſelvs, not to conquer 
France, as you may plainly read in the before 
cited letter ; advice proper enuff from ſortein 
Couuſellors, but very unfit for an English 
k. and yet, by ours, purſucd exaQly to a title, 
whereby we have bin gulld out of ſo man 
millions and muſt have certainly loſt our In- \ 
vaded liberties , had Ireland bin conquerd, ; 
or France accepted of the peace propoſd : But 
that Monarch, who declares gag.wars for Glory, 
not againſt England but rh&Kebcls, not for . 
victory but to reſtore an injurd Prince, did 
not only, with indignation , reject his offer, I b. 


| but by the Pope and Venetian Embaſſador, 4 


acquainted the confederats, that our new K. 
woud have leit them all in the lux ch, woud lf x; 
he but have abandond Irland, & deliverd th 
into his hands K. J. and the P. of wales. Good 


God haſt thou ſuffetd us, to place on the 5 
throne, a man reſolved to outdo Ceſar Bor- ni 
gia in all his Matchivlian policy, to purcha- un 
e for a short life an ill got Dominion, by if: 


the inbuman lacrifice of a witc's father, a co- 
zen German & an uncle; the tyrant Crom- hen 
wel contented himſelfwith a leſſ perce of Nit 
cruelty , banishment of the lawtul heirew the 
But the late reſtoration taught, it leems, rait 
this Prince, to conclude , in ills there coud Wa n 
be no ſafety, butby being thoroly wicked ; MW is} 
and the Crown woud ſtil totter an his head, Hof 
til! all pretenders were cut off. Mr. ſpeaker ¶ du 
an honorable peace indeed woud have bin late 


welcome , but fince there is now no - ho» it! 


pe ofthat , but by a return to our duty , ble 
the next and only expedient left, to prove 
ourlelvs men, Englismen , defirous to te- 
treeve our honor, preſerve our Religion, lis 
berties and laws , againſt popish power and 
Presbiterian Tyranny ,. is to adjourn to Gu- 
itdhal, re aſſume the Goverment, vote the 
City and Kingdom, into a poſture of defen- 
ce, and rogether with the lord Mayor and 
Common Councils concurrence , deſire the 
lords, tomake a Vertug of neceſſity, & us 
vite home K. J. generously and without terms: 
Ourfiſt open act of folly was * in Decem- 
ber 98 at Guildhal , tis neceſſary , for our 
preſervation , there to efface it, by a contrary 
at of wiſdom. Thereis no other Way, to 
hinder his return by blood, over our belly 
Englands perpetual miſery. , an ahſolute con- 
queſt , not to be withstood , by a broken 
and divided people, attackd by two ſuch 
enemies as France & Ireland. in this con- 
juncture, our only comſort is, that our tru- 
ly Engtish K. undutiful, as we are » ſtil loves 
us, and, ſor our ſakes, had much rather ow 
his Crown to our Repentance » than to the 
ſword of any forreiner, Tis time to refle& upon 


then Mr Speaker how impoſſible it is , the ; Our condition , uꝑon our ewn-weekancs and 
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onght to have don 
ſummer, our fleet was ill mand , worſe the 
laſt and hardly wil at al the next. Two great 
Armys are mouldred away, our ſtores are all 
exhauſted , 5 millions of mony ſquandred , as 
many more due, and double, that ſum ne- 
ceſſary to raiſe 60 ore 70 thouſand men, 
and furgich what is wanting: a matter not 
ſo eafily compaſſd , had our wealth bin un- 
conſumd. We did not in time conſider , what 
now we find, that our riches were not an ever 
running ſpring , but a draw wel that woud 
dry up, that our ſilver mines were abroad and 
alyon in the way, and that the ſtock we had 
before hand coud not long ſupport us and our 
Allyes; who now deſpair of ſuccefs & think 
of nothing but how to get handſomly off: muſt 
England then ſo knavishly drawn in, be left in 
the lurch, and at the expence of herown Rui- 
ne, pay the price of others folly & Ambltion? 
what leſſ can be expected if we longer opi- 
niatre this war againſt France; who has yet 
untouchd a bank for four ycars charge , and 
if it coud be ſuppoſd to laſt longer, the greateſt, 
richeſt & moſt warlike Nation in Europe , hit- 
herto ſpard from taxes, to enable him to carry 
it on; who , ſupplying, as their laws oblige 
them, but a ſingle man for every parish , wil 
raiſe and maintain him a formidable Army , of 
a million & 700 men. the exact number of pa- 
tiches, you read in Matchiavels abridgement 
of the ſtate of France. we have Ireland to te- 
duce, no eaſy work, yet to be endeavord at any 
rate, bur never to be compaſſd' while in War 
with France; whoſe effectual ſuccors will ena- 
blethem , to recover what , hitherto , they ha- 
ve loſt, wholy for want of Ammunition & good 
Generals. Mr. Speaker tis not the P. of O. but 
we, the people of England & our poſteritys , he 
s none to mind ,that do & muſt ſuffer , we 
have born all the charge even of his unlucky 
pedition; He may wel be for continuing a war, 
dy which if he do not gain, he is ſure not to 
looſe , for, at the worſt , he can be, what 
he was before , ftatholder of Holland; But 
e alas: can be but ſlaves and beggars : in be- 
inning the war, he conſiderd his own and 
tot the Nations Intreſt, & taught us, to end 
t, withont regard to his. Charity begins at 


ry Pome, & without diſputing >, whether Kings 
to ere made for the people, or the people for 
y 3 ags, we are ſure he is an idol of our own ſet- 
n- 


1g up, or rather ſet up a gainſt our wills, by 


ur fanatic enemies, for the deſtruRion of our 


but enemies firengeh , what in prudencewe 
cfore We engagd ; the firſt 


| church and ſtate, Tis plain, his being K. de 
pends , now on ours, on thepeoples wil, and 
Without controverſy a Parliament can & ought 
to undo, what à packd convention has don, 
when the ſafety of the commonyealth , dos, 
as now, ſo apparenthy tequire it. We are not 
yet Thope ſo cowd, or over powerd by forrei- 
ners , but that we ate able to ſend them pac. 
king With a vengeance, a thing we ought no 
longer to delay unles we reſolve to conti- 
nue madmen as Wel as fooles . By this ac- 
tion, we shal prevent Popery & ſſavery and 
regain all the bleſſeings and advantages of pea- 
ce and trade, and can ſuffer or looſe nothing , 
that is worth keeing. K. 1 k integer in 
Ireland, where he eſtablishd liberty of con- 
ſcience & confirmed the Prot Clergy in theit 
8 shews him à common father to all 

is ſubjects; and that liberty of conſcience and 
repeal of the teſts woud content him; conceſ- 
ſions, we ought not to diſpute, in better cie- 
cumſtances : that wil ſecure not deſtroy our 
religigna > Which may certainly ſubſiſt after 
the teſts , as wel as it did a 100 years before 
thcy were made; acts not pretended for Reli- 
gion, but to ſecure , againſt danger From po- 
pih recuſants a Proteſtant Princes perſon ; w- 
hich therefore makes them, or void, or uſe les, 
in the preſent conjuncture; if here afer in a 
proteſtant Reigne , they are found neceſlary , 
a revival wil not be difficult; in the mean time, 
their repeal or ſuſpenſion, wil be a civility, a 
peece of juſtice, to our popish tellow ſubjects; 
the Kings inclination & practice, even in Po- 
= Countrys , in offices of the higheſt truſt , a 

out his perſon and in the ſtate, & the ſmal- 
nes of their number; ſufficiently ſecure us a 
gainſt their ingroſſing wholy his favors. a me- 
thod our obſtinacy for continuing them , might 
wel have made him change , the reaſon of con- 
trarys , always the ſame, making it as unſafe 
for him, to truſt Proteſtants, as for a Proteſ- 
tant Prince to truſt papiſts. Mr. Speaker, Jhave 
don, & conjure yon for the love of God, and 
your blecding Country , to weigh what Iha- 
ve ſpoken , withont favor or prejudice, to new 
or old K. or any other end, than the public 
Good, in the equal balance of wiſdom & pru- 
dence , that after our Kings return , a legal Par- 
liament, of which he has bin always Known a 
lover, may meet to reform and ſettle all our 
deſorders, upon the rocky foundarions of truth 
and juſtice , of mutual confidence & amity , 
without which, it is impoſſible , that either 
Kingor ſubject can evet be happy. 
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